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Commission Notice

Guidelines on the enforcement of obligations under the EU Ship Recycling Regulation relating to the
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Introduction

As of 31 December 2020, the EU Ship Recycling Regulation (‘) requires all existing EU flagged ships and non-EU flagged
ships calling to an EU port or anchorage to carry on-board an Inventory of Hazardous Materials (THM) with a certificate or
stazement of compliance as appropriate.

/\ NZA Y o The Commission has received reports from industry stakeholders that Covid-19 restrictions have led to significant
s’ N difficulties in surveying ships and producing certified IHMz. The lockdown measures and widespread travel restrictions
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L J:F E. / which were introduced to control Covid-19 have reportediy prevented many ship owners (or their agents) from preducing
the [HM in the first instance. but also inhibited flag State survepors and recognised organizations from verifying and
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As a consequence, industry stakeholders estimate that several thousand ships are likely to be unable to comply with the
IHM obligations and may not have the required certification by the deadline of 31 December 2020.

Therefore, considering the disruptions caused by Covid-19, it iz desirable to establish some common guidelines in order to

ensure 3 harmonized approach towards enforcement by the EU port States authorities during ship incpections a: of
1 January 2021.
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ship owner, and monitoring compliance with these legal obligations is the responsibility of the authorities of the EU port
States.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=0J:J0C_2020_349_R_0001 ot o o obgeions, by s S, s e Ghcmecs et o At comps

with these obligations & temporarily not possible, or cxcessively difficult.

Because of itz links with the principle of proportionality (), force majeure can be concidered a peneral principle of EU law,
which can be invoked cven in the absence of explicit provisions. () Concerning the content of the notion of fore majaure,
the case law of the Court of Justice defined the notion as follows:

¥} Rrvu...tlou {EU) No 1257/201 3 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November 2013 on ship recycling and amending
Regulation _GG&:L‘\dDJtmN"GDD EC (0L 330,10.12.2013. p. 1).
f 1988 concerning force majeure in European agricultural lew, C{88) 1696
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:L‘|d Caze C-12/92, Huygen and Others, EU2C1§93:914, paragraph
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